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IN THE CLAIMS ; 

1 . (Currently amended) A method of retrieving an image from at least one of an 
information-storage medimn and an information network, said method comprising: 

a;^ seHing a retrieval request contain ing a decre e of importan ce for a plurality of keywords 
hy fL^gsi^in p a degree of importance to each keyword assigning a priorit^ao a k e yword, said 
keyword op e rativ e as a tag, which is taggod t o an in aage; 

b) calculating a necessity signal for an image based on the retrieval request and said 
nluraUty of keywords, each of said plurality of keywords being tagged t o the unage a d e gr ee o f 
importance for th e imag o bao o d - on th e priority assignod to the keyword ; and 

c) searching for the unage from at least one of an information-storage medium and an 
information network and displaying the image, based on the necessi ty signal th e degr ee of 
importonee of th e imag e, 

4. (Currently amended) An apparatus for retrieving an image from at least one of an 
information-storage medium and an information network, said apparatus comprising: 

a) a menu entry section that allows an user to set a retrieval request containing a degree 
of importance for a plurality of keywords bv assigning a degree of importance to each keyword 
assign a priority to a k e yword, said k e yword operativ e as ■ a4ag, which is tagg e d to an imae ®; 

b) a retrieval section calculating a necessity signal based on the retrieval request and said 
plurality of keywords, each of said pluraUtv of keywords bein g tagged to an image d e ^e e of 
importanco for the image bas e d on the priorit)^ Qoaigncd to th e k e yword and searching for the 
unage from at least one of an information-storage medium and an information network based on 
the necessity signal degr ee of importanco of the image; and 
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c) a display section displaying the image output outputted from the retrieval section 

according to tlie necessity signal degr ee of importonce . 

9. (Currently amended) The method for retrieving an image as defined in claim 7, 

wherein: 

the degree of importance n e c e ssity by each class is obtained depending on i) a first value 
having a larger value as a number of the tags tagged to the image increase, ii) a second value 
having a larger value as a number of the tags tagged to the image decrease, and 

contributions of the £xst value and the second value to the degree of importance 
noceasity by each class are determined by a number of non-zero components of a retrieval 

request signal by each class, 

10. (Currently amended) The apparatus for retrieving an image as defined in claim 8, 

wherein: 

the degree of importance ncccQiiit}^ by each class is obtained depending on i) a first value 
having a larger value as a number of the tags tagged to the image increase, ii) a second value 
having a larger value as a number of the tags tagged to the image decreases and 

contributions of the first value and the second value to the degree of importance 
neceGGity by each class are determined by a number of non-zero components of a retrieval 
request signal by each class, 

11. (Currently amended) The method for retrieving an image as defined in claim 9, 

wherein: 

when the number of the non-zero value is larger than a first predetermined value, the first 
value mainly contributes to the degree of importance n e c e ssity by each class; 
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when the number of the non-zero value is smaller thai the first predetermined value, the 
second value mainly contributes to the degree of importance n e c e ssity by each class; and 

which of the fij^t value and the second value mainly contributes to the degree of 
importance n e c e ssity by each class changes with rapidity detennined by a second predetermined 
value in a neighborhood of a point that the number of no-zero components equals the first value. 

12. (Currently amended) The apparatus for retrieving an image as defined in claim 1 0, 
wherein: 

when the number of the non-zero value is larger than a first predetermined value, the first 
value mainly contributes to the degree of importance n e c e ssity by each class; 

when the number of the non-zero value is smaller than the first predetermined value, the 
second value mainly contributes to the degree of unportance aeeessitv by each class; and 

which of the first value and the second value mainly contributes to the degree of 
importance n e c e ssity by each class changes with rapidity determined by a second predetermined 
value in a neighborhood of apomt that the number of no-zero components equals the first value. 
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